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SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER CARVAJAL ON CHIT .E-PERI I RELATIONS 

1 . IN TOUR D HORIZON WITH GOC FOREIGN MINISTER ADMIRAL 
PATRICIO CARVAJAL MARCH 30, AMBASSADOR FOUND HIM UTTERLY 
UNRESPONSIVE ON HUMAN RIGHTS BUT PASSIONATE ON RELATIONS 
WITH PERU. 

2. AMBASSADOR DIRECTED DISCUSSION TO THE RESULTS OF 
THE RECENT VISIT TO CHILE BY PERUVIAN PRIME MINISTER/ 

MINISTER OF WAR GUILLERMO ARBULU (SANTIAGO 2398), AND 
ITS BEARING ON CHILE-PERU RELATIONS. CARVAJAL FELT 
THAT THE ARBULU VISIT HAD BEEN USEFUL IN HELPING TO 
DISPEL A POSSIBLE WAR PSYCHOSIS. IT WAS ANOTHER 

STEP TAKEN BY THE MILITARY TO MAINTAIN SUPERFICIALLY 
GOOD RELATIONS. FOR THIS REASON, GOC NAVY CINC AND 
JUNTA MEMBER ADMIRAL MERINO WOULD VISIT PERU IN APRIL. 

3. IN EMPHATIC LANGUAGE, CARVAJAL THEN MADE A DISTINCTION 
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BETWEEN THIS SORT OF ROLE-PLAYING AND THE REALITIES 
OF THE SITUATION, WHEN AMBASSADOR QUESTIONED HIM 
REGARDING POSSIBLE POLITICAL CONVERSATIONS. CARVAJAL 
SAID IT WAS USELESS FOR CHILE TO TALK TO THE PERUVIANS 
SERIOUSLY AS LONG AS THEY WERE BUYING OFFENSIVE WEAPONS 
FROM THE USSR WHICH THEY DO NOT NEED AND CANNOT AFFORD. 

CHILE THREATENS NO ONE AND WANTS NO PERUVIAN TERRITORY, 
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HE ASSERTED, AND IT IS NOT BUYING OFFENSIVE WEAPONS. 

NO ONE IS PERSUADED BY THE ARGUMENT THAT PERU IS MERELY 
REPLACING OLD EQUIPMENT. EVEN ON THE CONCESSIONAL 
TERMS OFFERED BY THE SOVIETS, BUYING AND PARTICULARLY 
MAINTAINING THE NEW ARMAMENT IMPOSES A FINANCIAL 
BURDEN ON PERU WHICH IT CAN HARDLY CARRY. AS LONG 
AS THIS SITUATION EXISTS, THERE IS NO POINT TO 
DISCUSSIONS WITH PERU. 

4. COMMENT: CARVAJAL'S FRANKNESS WAS UNUSUAL. IT 
REFLECTS WHAT WE HAVE FREQUENTLY REPORTED - THAT 
USEFUL AS MILITARY EXCHANGE VISITS ARE, THEY HAVE 

NO EFFECT WHATEVER IN RELIEVING THE CHILEANS' NAGGING 
CONCERNS ABOUT PERUVIAN INTENTIONS. THESE CONCERNS 
HAVE BEEN STRENGTHENED BY PERU'S DE FACTO BLOCKAGE 
OF THE CHILEAN CORRIDOR OFFER TO BOLIVIA AS WELL AS 
BY ITS CONTINUING SOVIET ARMS ACQUISITIONS. 

5. FOREGOING EXPLAINS CARVAJAL'S UNWILLINGNESS TO TALK 
WITH PERUVIAN FONMIN DE LA PUENTE (LIMA 2450). 

POPPER 
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